DEPARTMENT OF CALIFORNIA HIGHWAY PATROL

CONTACT: OFFICE OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS
(916) 657-7202

(916) 657-8639 - FAX

AP

CHP CONDUCTS PREDAWN SWEEP OF FARM LABOR VEHICLES

August 19, 1999 FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
99-21

SACRAMENTO - The California Highway Patrol (CHP) sent out teams of officersin the
ear|ly mor ning hour stoday, stopping 118 vehicles carrying farm workers in a statewide sweep to
ensure safety for agricultural laborers.

CHP officersand motor vehicle inspectors pulled 36 vehicles out of service with serious
safety violations.

“Farm workersdeservea safetrip to and from work,” said CHP Commissioner D. O.
Helmick. “Even onemore crash of afarm labor vehicleisunacceptable.”

Thirteen peoplewerekilled August 9in afarm labor vehicle crash west of Fresno when
thevan hit atruck/trailer rig.

The CHP strike forces checked vehicles carrying farm workersto determineif the
vehicles were mechanically safe and properly certified and if driverswere licensed and trained.

The strike forcesfound 221 violations. Among them were: 20 unregistered vehicles; 29
vehicles with defective lights; five vehicles with defectivetires and wheels; seven vehicles with
defective brakes; 70 other equipment violations and 90 violationsfor lack of driver’slicense or
farm labor vehicledriver’s certificate and medical card.

“Weintend to keep the pressure on to make sure all vehicles carrying farm workersare

safe,” Helmick said.



